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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 0924 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, XO, NZ 

SUBJECT: DEMILITARIZATION OF INDIAN OCEAN 
REF: PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE, MARCH 9, 1977 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 WELLIN 00924 150517Z 

1 . TRANSCRIPT OF PRESIDENT CARTER S PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
MARCH 9 INCLUDES COMMENT, IN CONTEXT OF RESPONSE ON ARMS 
CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS, THAT USG QUOTE HAS ALSO 
PROPOSED THAT THE INDIAN OCEAN BE COMPLETELY DEMILITARIZED. 
UNQUOTE. 

2. PRIME MINISTER MULDOON WAS QUERIED MARCH 14, AT 
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REGUALR MONDAY PRESS CONFERENCE, ABOUT PRESIDENT'S 
COMMENT AND IMPLICATIONS USG'S PROPOSAL MAY HOLD FOR 
NEW ZEALAND'S SECURITY INTERESTS. PRIME MINISTER 
REPLIED THAT HE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THE PROPOSAL. 

3. WHLE MILITARY SITUATION IN INDIAN OCEAN IS, OF 
COURSE, OF FAR GREATER IMPORTANCE TO IMMEDIATE LITTORAL 
STATES, IT IS NONETHELESS A SIGNIFICANT SECURITY CONCERN 
OF NEW ZEALAND. PM MULDOON HAS ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 
CITED SOVIET NAVY ACTIVITIES AND FORCE BUILD-UP IN 
INDIAN OCEAN AS LEGITIMATE DEFENSE CONCERN OF NEW 
ZEALAND. REJUVENATED NEW ZEALAND PARTICIPATION IN ANZUS 
AND INCREASED DOMESTIC FOCUS ON NATION'S 

DEFENSE NEEDS HAVE BEEN, JUSTIFIED, IN PART, BY MULDOON S 
GOVERNMENT ON BASIS OF SOVIET INDIAN OCEAN/SOUTH PACIFIC 
ACTIVITIES. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED AND 
HELPFUL IF DEPARTMENT COULD PROVIDE EMBASSY ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION WHICH WE MIGHT USE IN INFORMAING PM MULDOON 
OF USG PROPOSAL. 

SELDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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